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In accordance with the provisions of MGL Chapter 40A, Section 5, the Swansea Planning Board
will hold a virtual public hearing on Wednesday September 9, 2020, at 6:45 PM via Zoom, to
solicit public comment regarding the proposed zoning bylaw amendments described below.
There will be no physical location for this public hearing due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The first amendment to Subsection 5.2.C allows for the lot irregularity standard not to apply for
hammerhead lots or lots created as part of an Open Space Residential Design (OSRD)
subdivision upon a determination of a number of factors related to neighborhood effect, stated
purposes within the hammerhead lot and OSRD sections of the zoning bylaw, and existing
conditions.

The second amendment to Subsection 5.2.B(2)(c) states no more than two (2) hammerhead lots
may be created from land that, within the past 10 years, was part of commonly held land.

The third amendment to Subsection 4.0.G designates the Planning Board as the Special Permit
Granting Authority for common driveways when connected to hammerhead lots or site plan
review and creates new standards for common driveway construction to accommodate fire
apparatus.

The fourth amendment to Subsection 5.2.E.3 eliminates a provision allowing the construction of
dwellings on lots smaller than the minimum lot size required.

The fifth amendment to Subsection 5.2.D establishes side and rear yard setbacks (10”) for
roadside stands and side and rear setbacks (10”) for accessory buildings and structures with an
allowance for the placement of same up to four (4) feet into the front yard so long as a 10 foot
front yard setback is maintained with the grant of a special permit by the Zoning Board of
Appeals

The sixth amendment to Subsection 3.2 establishes a maximum footprint increase (50%) of
reconstructed non-conforming dwellings and an allowance for dwelling height increases on non-
conforming lots so long as they do not exceed the average height of other dwellings in the
neighborhood provided they do not exceed the maximum allowed in the zoning district.

Any person interested in or wishing to be heard on the above matter should email John P. Hansen
Jr., AICP, Town Planner, at jhansen@town.swansea.ma.us for the Zoom instructions. The full
text of this article is available also by emailing the Town Planner.

Scott N. Adams, Chairman
Swansea Planning Board



